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by me, than by a firm resolution I have taken; first, to read it thorough with care and attention, though I should steal some hours from my sleep: having otherwise as little spare time to read it as you had to write it. And then to use the liberty of a true friend, in not sparing to ask you the question in any point whereof I shall stand in doubt (nam ejus est explicare, cujus est condare) : as, on the other part, I will willingly give a due commendation to such places as in ray opinion shall deserve it. In the mean time, I can with comfort assure you, that you could not have made choice of a subject more befitting your place, and your universal and methodick knowledge; and in the general, I have already observed, that you jump with me, in keeping the mid-way between the two extremes ; as also in some particulars I have found that you agree fully with my opinion. And so praying G-od to give your work as good success as your heart cau wish and your labors deserve, I bid you heartily farewell.                                                                      JAMES R. October 16, 1620.
From Bacon's answer to this letter it will be seen that the dedication and presentation was not merely a compliment ; he had reason to hope that the King might prove in one department a valuable fellow-laborer. Of the place which the collection of natural history held in his plan for the regeneration of philosophy I have spoken at large in my preface to the " Parasceve ad historian! naturalem et experimentalem," and endeavored to show-that (however subordinate its place may be in a true estimate) in his own estimate it stood first in importance, as that part which (even without any of the rest) would be of much use, but without which all the rest would be of no use. " Itaque hue res redit, ut organum nostrum, etiamsifuerit alsolutum, absque historid naturali non mul-tum, historia naturalis absque organo non parum, instau-rationem scientiarum sit provectura" Now there can be no doubt that if the King had taken a fancy to that part of the business, his assistance in " setting men to work " upon it would have been of inestimable value.the King's pleasure. But the existence of the murmur may have suggested to Bacon the application of the remedy.
